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To Correspondents.
THE NEW NEWSPAPER STAMP ACT.

THE Publisher respectfully informs Subscribers to THE LANCET,
and the Newspaper Trade generally, that STAMPED COPIES
can only be transmitted by Post WITHIN FIFTEEN DAYS from
the date of Publication, and also that copies must be so folded
that THE STAMP IS FULLY EXPOSED TO VIEW.

.Professor Alcock.&mdash;It would be impossible to enter into all the details of the
very important question to which Dr. Alcock’s letter refers. We may re-

mark, however, that it appears to us a subject of regret that the Inspector
of Anatomy of Cork should also be the Queen’s Professor of Surgery. The

Inspector of Anatomy should be uncoiineoted as a lecturer with any school
or institution.

Mr. R. Dover.-No account of the mode in which the deoderization is effected
has been forwarded to us.

Inquirens.&mdash;We would advise our correspondent to apply to the Horse-Guards,
or to the commanding officer of the detachment of the Foreign Legion at
Thorneliffe, near Sandgate.

Mr. Thos. R. Clarke.-Next week the subject shall be noticed.

BANDAGING AFTER DELIVERY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

Sir,&mdash;In THE LANCET of last week, Dr. Sheppard expresses surprise that
Dr. Gilmour’s paper, which appeared on the 7th instant, on " Bandaging after
Delivery." should have been answered, and concludes the paragraph by
saying&mdash;" But the fact is that there is nothing which may not be answered."
My reply to this is, that truth, wherever to be found, cannot satisfactorily be
answered or opposed. Then Dr. Sheppard criticises the sentence "that all
artificial interference with the natural powers-the healthy natural powers
are here alluded to-does more harm than good," and compares the treatment
of a broken leg with the treatment required by the uterus after parturition.
Such being a part of’ his views on parturition, some day we may have it pro-
posed to apply splints as well as bandages to this much abused organ.
The simile is a very unfortunate one, for parturition is a natural, and
not unhealthy process, well provided for; whereas, a broken bone is a very
unnatural state of things, and ill provided for; the latter, perhaps, requiring
artificial restraint to keep it in position; the former, by universal consent,
admitted to do best when meddled with the least. My axiom does not include
assistance required in an unnatural state of things, therefore all the criticism
on the word interference might have been omitted. It appears to me that
Dr. Sheppard has so much faith in the binder as almost to think it a sufficient
substitute for the free contraction of the uterus ; for he says-" If Nature will
not do this work well, if she is sluggish in its performance, who is to see to
it? and if the hand of the practitioner does the office of compression, this is

as artificial a proceeding as the bandage." The difference rests here, that the
binder is designed to be comparatively a permanent application, whereas the
hand is only for present use, and can be modified over and around the organ,
which cannot be the case with the binder. But the hand is not our only
resource, we have other resources in desperate cases ; and I maintain again
that no woman ought to be left till the uterus has freely contracted. The
binder applied before the free contraction of the organ has taken place, must
obscure the possibility of ascertaining the real condition of the parts.

If the binder be so powerful an agent as "to compress and assist the con-
traction of a cavity unable to approximate its own walls," then I say this
power may produce other results than those stated by its supporters. It may
cause displacement of the uterus intended to be supported, and probably
ought to be blamed for occasional displacements of that organ, whether pro-
lapsus or otherwise. I know a delicate lady who after a second confinement
had a binder applied, prolapsus uteri followed, and caused great annoyance. I
attended her in a third confinement, and forbade the binder. She got up after
a fortni;ht’s confinement to bed, almost as delicate as ever, and from that day
to this (more than twelve months) there has been no return of the prolapsus.
I make no comments on this case.
As for the temporary feeling of comfort being relied on as a test of a right

proceeding, I believe dram-drinkers and opium-eaters, and all this class of
persons, will thank you for the doctrine.

All the instructions of the Irish school-(Do Irishmen never commit a
blunder ? It may be a plan of theirs to keep the uterus in its place by pressing
it out of the same. They are famed as compressors!)&mdash;would never induce me
to follow the practice of bandaging after delivery; for I believe it to be an
error useless and deceptive, if not more, and worthless in the worst cases of
haemorrhage. I have attended violent and frightful cases ofhsemorrhage, and
succeeded without the binder. I do not think we have many fatal cases here.
Nature, with a little attention, seems sufficient even in these cases.

I am, Sir, yours faithfally,
Carlisle, July, 1855. WM. BEEVES.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Several months ago a short commmunication appeared in THE

LANCET, signed "An Obstetrician," which seems to have given rise to a
great deal of able and learned discussion on the subject of bandaging the
abdomen after dcnvcry, and in which several correspondents have taken part,
but the object of the note referred to appears to have been, in a great
measure, lost sight of in these discussions. The plan of applying a bandage
during labour, and tightening it firnzly on each occurrence of labour pains,
either by the practitioner himself, or by a person stationed at the bed-side for
that purpose, with the view of aiding the efficiency of the pains, having beenrecommended and adopted by some, my object was simply to elicit the
opinions of experienced obstetrical practioners as to the propriety of that
practice. I believe I have attended nearly two thousand labours, and I have
invariably applied a bandage after delivery, but I am not quite satisfied as to
the propriety or utility of applying one in the manner described before deli-
very.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Alloa, July, 1855. JAS. SYME.

A Councillor.-No doubt Dr. Easton sees the necessity for resigning his
appointment as police surgeon. It is unnecessary, as he has announced

his intention of doing so, to enter into the question, or to notice at length
the article in the North British Daily Mail.

Mr. Toynbee’s paper shall, if possible, appear next week.

GRATUITOUS MEDICAL ADVICE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

Sir,-It has often surprised me that so many persons receive gratuitous
medical relief in the course of a year, as at Guy’s alone there were, I believe,
upwards of 110,000 in- and out-patients relieved last year; and when we con-
sider how many hospitals and other medical charities there are in this coun-
try, and that most public bodies, including the army, navy, and police, have
their medical attendants, it would appear that there must be a great abuse of
these charities, and that many receive relief who are able to pay for it. I have
suggested the idea in the hope that you may be induced to make inquiry, and
be able to give some idea of the numbers who require medical aid in a year,
with the proportion who receive medicine and advice gratis at the various
hospitals and other medical institutions of the country.

I am, sir, yours most respectfully,
July, 1855. L. H.

N. B.-The following modest specimen of professional advertising is deserving
of more than the limited circulation which it is likely to receive. We there.

fore give it a place in our columns. The author is a lately appointed Union
surgeon near Oxford.
" Dr. Wallis may be consulted at his residence, Kidlington. Advice, pre.

scriptions, and medicines given, in all cases to the afflieted, on moderate
charges. The suffering of this neighbourhood who cannot attend are informed
that Dr. Wallis will attend their residence any hour. Dr. Wallis begs to state
that no fee, however great, will induce him to take any case in hand which he
thinks incurable. Dr. W. warns persons that there are a number of quacks
imposing on the public, by giving them medicine quite in opposition to their
complaints. Dr. W. will inform every patient, at first sight, whether a cure
can be effected or not, or what relief can be rendered. The human eye and
ear, with dental surgery, have been particular subjects of Dr. Wallis’s study."
Mr. Maxwell.&mdash;If our correspondent will take the trouble to examine the

pages, he will find that the folio is placed at the bottom of the page. The
alteration was caused through the new Stamp Act. With respect to Mr.
Maxwell’s second observation, we must request him to permit us to be the
best judges.

A7t Old Reader should refer to Mr. Cheshire’s work on the Census.

0 E I Cr I N Or THE T E B M " C E 0 U f."
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In answer to your correspondent, " M.D.," as to the derivation of the
term "croup," I beg to refer him to the "Imperial Dictionary," from which the
following extract has been taken :-

" Croup&mdash;Scotch croup, crope, crupe, or crowp, to croak, to cry or speak
with a hoarse voice. (Gothic, hropyan; Saxon, hreopan, to call out)."

I am, Sir, yours obediently,
M.R.C.S.E., M. & L.S.A.

Sand Hill, Calstock, Cornwall, July, 1855.

Trzce Blue.&mdash;1. It is by no means a difficult one, and relates to wounds and
injuries chiefly.-2. It is uncertain.-3. In full-pay service, 7s.; above three

years, 7s. 6d. ; above ten years, 9s. If serving in small vessels, above
three years and under ten years, 8s. ; above ten years, either in hospital or
afloat, 9s.

THE LIBRARY OF THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Could you in any way cause the Council of the College of Surgeons to
publish the list of works added to the library for the last twelve months, dis-
tinguishing the donations from the works purchased.

If you could do this I think you would afford your readers some amuse-
ment and no little astonishment at the choice of the library committee.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
London, July, 1855. A MEMBER.

THE following is the combination of saline powders used by Mr. A. Leckie,
whose paper on the Saline Treatment of Cholera appeared in our last
number, at page 76 :&mdash;Bicarbonate of soda, half a drachm; chloride of soda,
one scruple; and clilorate of potass, seven grains.&mdash;In the second column of
page 76, the commencement of the fourth line should have read on after
the third, thus, "first bilious stool about four o’clock A.M. Sept. 24th."

Chirurgus.&mdash;This extraordinary case will be fully noticed in our next.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, &c., have been received from-Dr. Andrew Smith;
Dr. Knox ; Mr. Coulson; Mr. Edwin Canton; Mr. Graily Hewitt ; Dr. R.

Davis; M.R.C.S.E., M. & L.S.A. ; Mr. J. C. Barry; A Member ; A Student ;
Mr. N. Jacobson; Mr. Henry Dove, (Norwich;) Mr. Wm. Reeves, (Carlisle;)
Mr. Conway Edwards, (with enclosure;) Mr. Scoweroft; Mr. Richard Lee;
Dr. F. J. Brown, (Chatham;) Dr. W. R. Black, (Long Sntton, Lincolnshire;)
College of Surgeons ; A Subscriber; Dr. John Ryan, (Dublin;) Mr. Toynbee;
Mr. H. G. Day; Dr. Alcock; Mr. Ganard, (Halesworth, Suffolk;) Mr.
Nappin, (Birmingham;) Dr. Robert Hood, (Edinburgh;) Mr. Charles Neate,
(Brewood, Staffordshire;) An Old Reader, (Edinburgh;) Mr. Thomas R.

Clarke; Mr. Stuart, (Isle of Man Inquirens; A Councillor; Mr. Maxwell;
N.B.; Trne Blue; Mr. Jas. Syme, (Alloa;) Dr. James Bird; Chirurgus;
L. H.; Medicus, (Liverpool;) E. Z.; Mr. J. G. Wilson; Mr. Smith, (Derby;)
Mr. R. Coles, (Birmingham;) Dr. Berneastle, (Sydney;) Mr. Cooke, (Cleo-
bury-lortimer;) Mr. Denton, (Hornsea;) Mr. Hartley, (Blackburn;) Mr.

Edwards, (Bath;) Mr. Collins, (Cahir;) Mr. Beales, (Congleton;) Mr. Dale,
(Searbro’;) Mr. Pierce, (Hereford;) Celeriter, (Edinburgh;) Mr. Leckie,
(Dumbarton;) Mr. Wilkins, (Gloucester;) &c. &c.


